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Future New York Openings 


The Brass Ring-Donald Wolin presents new play by Irving Ellman opening week of 
April 14...The Chase-Playhouse, 4/15/52 Jose Ferrer's third production of year on 
48th Street features John Hodiak and Kim Hunter in Horton Foote's new play...Four 
Saints in Three Acts-ANTA Playhouse, 4/16/52. Limited run revival of Gertrude 
Stein's play presented by ANTA subscription series...To Be Continued-William Mar- 
chent's new play starring Dorothy Stickney, Jean Dixon scheduled for week of 
April 21st. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


Dark Legend-Playhouse, 3/24/52. First production of group presenting new Ameri- 
cen plays at low budgets for limited runs won "A" for effort, but Helen Fraenkel's 
new play based on Dr. Frederic Wertham's novel wasn't judged professional enough by 
most of the daily critics. Times, Journal of Commerce and Wall Street Journal review- 
ers nevertheless recommended it as a worthy experimental production. Only Colby, 
Journal of Commerce, thought it worthy of moving to larger house. Olive Deering, 
Jemes Daly, James Lipton, Arny Freeman and Penny Stanton were credited by most with 
fine acting jobs, while Morton da Costa's direction and William Riva's ingenious set 
was complimented. Atkinson, Times, okayed production though it was nearer to psychia- 
try than art. Kerr, Herald Tribune, led the negative majority, doubted if it was 
worth while to translate the Oedipus legends into kitchen termse Chapman, News, 
marked it off as "nice little play," Watts, Post, and Hawkins, World Telegrem & Sun, 
did not think author had enough experience to handle her theme. Italian accents of 
several characters worried somee News aisle sitter pointed out that Sicilians talk 
Sicilian, not Italian. Produced by Heilwell, McGavin and Winter-Bergen. 


Golden Boy-ANTA Playhouse, 3/12/52. Quartet of weekly reviewers split on merits 
of limited run ANTA subscription series presentation of Clifford Odets' Group Theatre 
successe Wide differences of opinion were registered on the relative acting abilities 
of the cast, as well as Odets' proper place in American dramatic literature. More= 
house, WT&S, thought acting better than in original production of play which has re- 
mained well written, explosive and frequently touchinge Gibbs, New Yorker, had large 
reservations about most of the acting with exceptions of John Garfield md Lee J. 
Cobb, but he applauded production as honest, often moving, attempt to state the theme. 
Krutch, Nation, agreed with Cibbs’that script is filled with grandiose language and 
interesting minor characters that have nothing to do with the plote But he marked 
his vote "con" because play remains patently contrived. George Jean Nathan doubts if 
author or script deserve a place in the ANTA program, which is supposed to be present- 
ing best and finest of native drama. 


Three Wishes for Jamie-Hellinger, 3/21/52. Add five more "pro" votes and two 
more "con™ votes to critical file for Arthur and Albert Lewis production of new musi- 
cal play by Charles O'Neal and Abe Burrowse All weekly reviewers agreed that produc- 
tion-wise it was perfect.e Top acting performances from entire cast, headed by John 
Raitt, Anne Jeffreys, Bert Wheeler, were applauded. George Jenkins sets, Miles 
White's costumes were deemed perfect. Most thought Ralph Blane's music and lyrics 
pleasant, if not outstanding. But they differed on strength of plote Francis, Bill- 
board, raved that show is a tender combination. of fact and fantasy, all performed in 
perfect taste. Hobe, Variety, found it fairly pleasant, handsome item, but hardly 
commercial. Gibbs, New Yorker, isn't sure about the advertised whimsical elements, 
but recommended it for some excellent songs and dances. He did think some of it re= 
senbled earlier Rodgers and Hart successes. Shipley, New Leader, termed it best musi- 
cal of year. Cue and Time men pamned it for slow moving plot that tried very hard. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 


hits. 


CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 
THE CONSTANT WIFE-12/8/51 


FLIGHT INTO EGYPT-3/18/52 
THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 


GIGI-11/24/51 

GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 
I AM A 

JANE-2/1/52 

THE KING AND I-3/29/51 

THE LONG WATCH-3/20/52 


THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 
MRS McTHING-2/20/52 
ONE BRIGHT DAY-3/19/52 


PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 


PAL JOEY~1/3/52 

POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 

THE SHRIKE-1/15/52 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7 49 

STALAG 17-5/8/51 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 

THREE WISHES FOR JAMIE- 
3/21/52 


"So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 
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None: -WNY 
Con: WSR-WT-MP. 
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Con: DW-WCD-WGN-BL-WN. 
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Ten drama critics who will portray themselves in first night sequence for "Main 
Street to Broadway" film include Atkinson, Chapman, Coleman, Cooke, MoClain, Gibbs, 


Hawkins, Morehouse, Nathan and Watts...Gerald Goode resigned as executive director of 
Council of Living Theatre, Willard Keefe fills post temporarily..-Garrison Sherwood, 

co-editor of early volumes of "Best Plays" series aiding at NY Public Library Theatre 
Collection..eShuff!e Along sets destroyed in NY warehouse fire...Jane Fromen honored 
at USO luncheon...Point of N: Return to vacation from June 28th to August 4th...Play- 
wrights Company to award $1500 Sidney Howard Memorial prize to Dramatist Guild to de- 
velop new playwrighting talent...Stalag 17 special matinee at West Point April 6th. 


' NYC Criticism At A Glance ' i 
' Theatre News Round Up ' 


ACTORS & CRITICS...Actors who consent to appear in a play to which the press has been 
invited, should be tolerant enough to accept the reviews that follow, lectures 
"Stage" editorial to Arthur Askey who is answering back the London critics in a 
nightly curtain speech at the Hippodrome...American critics treat actors the 
most gently of all persons in the theatre, agree Chapman, News, and Morehouse, 
Wl&S. Playwrights usually get the blame for a poor playe Morehouse points out 
that instead of a physical fight, the actress who gets penned probably calls up 
the critic for a lunch date. Variety reported that Equity magazine may run m 
editorial on alleged harshness towards actors by Chapman. 


7:00 PM..eUlcerous dissent filed by Journal American editorial against any early 
curtain plans. A 7:00 PM start would mean beginning dinner at 5:30 PM or trying 
to get by on a malted and bun. Either way is m outrage against civilized liv- 
ings The prospect of sitting through some Broadway openings on an empty stomach 
is too ghastly to contemplate. 


COLUMN TIP..«-eMezzanine spectators at Flight Into Egypt win an interesting view of 
hurried costume changes, hints gel drama schools hunting for 
teachers for their new courses on American accents might consider baseball play- 

er Yogi Bari, suggests Gardner. 


MAIL BOX.-..Unnamed critic who attended Collector's Item opening was panned by the NYC 
cab driver who drove him to the Booth, in a Letter published in Variety. Driver 
objects to fact that critic had mind made up to dislike play before he even 

stepped into theatre. Critic also admitted that he found no pleasure or enjoy- 
ment in his job. 


U.S.WRITER IN LONDON...New author has double the chance of getting a production of 
his play in London as he has in NYC, Andrew Rosenthal told "Stage." American 
playwright now represented in British capital by Red Letter Day and Third Person. 

Newcomer to UeS. is often pushed out of way by over-cautious managers afraid to 

gamble on new talent, or veteran writers who can gear what they write to stereo- 

typed requirements of starse In London luck still plays an important factor. 

Also long dramatic tradition of British makes production more even. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Best play of season, award rules notwithstanding, is Don Juan in 

Hell, insists Morehouse, WI&S...No one man show rates top box office prices, 
States Kilgallen, Journal American...Sylvester, News, denies he penned "Theatre 
Arts" blasts at his critic friends, repeats Sobol, Jourmal American. 


' Off Broadway ' 


Equity Community Theatre production of The Pursuit of Happiness greeted as fine 
version of Armina Marshall and Lawrence Langer’s 1935 favorite by hice, Post, and 
Funke, Times. Mary Carver and Paul Anderson head cast which plays with conviction 
and expertness. Though not as humorous as first seen, they agreed that script had 
not dated too mucheeeAll Around the Town, revue staged at Barbizon Plaza, panned by 
Shenley, Times, as being far below professional standards...Irwin Rose has rented 
Circle in Square arena theatre for summer production of A Play with Random Movements 


by Daniel Polls... Future Equity Library Theatre productions include Watkins’ Chicago 
and One Touch of Venus. 


Don Juan in Hell playing eight week spring season at Plymouth...EeB. Radcliffe, 
Cincinnati Enquirer, visited NYC to see shows...Demon Runyon ticket fund nets $10, 000 
a month. 


' Green Room Department ' ; 
@ 
' Drema Data ' 


' Digests of Current Reviews ' 


Flight Into Egypt-Music Box, 3/18/52. "Disappointing" was adjective used most 
by woskly reviews ie describing their reactions to Irene Mayer Selznick's produc= 
tion of George Tabori's first playe Gibbs, New Yorker, and WCBS Bill Leonard only 
ones who recommended it. Leonard raved over first rate direction and debut of Gusti 
Huber, while New Yorker aisle sitter thought eloquent and pointed scenes more than 
balanced the heavy=hended scenese Trade paper critics Francis, Billboard, and Hobe, 
Variety, placed blame on fact that audience could not sympathize with plight of cha- 
racterse Francis expects fine things from the new playwright in future scv~ints. 
Newsweek reviewer goes a step further, stating that he honestly believe: playgoers 
are glad to get rid of unhealthy characters. Morehouse, WT&S, thinks many faults in 
the script could have been solved by a badly needed rewrite job. Paul Lukas, Huber 
and rest of cast shared honors with Director Kazane Time critic voted no because 
author couldn't meke up his mind what he was trying to doe 


One Bright Day-Royale, 3/19/52- Majority of weekly sentinels thought Lindsay 
and Crouse's production of Sigmund Miller's new play was a well produced, straight- 
forward problem play. Technical skill of young playwright, a member of New Drama- 
tists Committee, was applauded by all. But Gibbs, New Yorker, couldn't find mything 
that resembled a respectable player among the variety of interesting characterse 
Trade peper critics complimented author for turning out problem play without being 
heavy-handed. ‘Though Hobe, Variety, did notice that author tipped scales in his fa- 
vor in some of the argumentse Glenn Anders, Walter Matthau and Howard Lindsay were 
praised in fine caste Michael Gordon's staging was termed competent, if hardly in- 
Spired, while Raymond Sovey's attractive set pleased. Time man found it interesting 
though mediocre réhaendling of classical theme presented by Ibsen in An Enemy of the 
Peoplee Newsweek reviewer thought it lacked singleness of purpose needed in strong 

. 


The Long Wetch-Lyceum, 3/20/52. Critical "pan" wagon joined by all weekly re- 
viewerse None found any merits in new comedy-melodrama by Harvey Haislip, presented 
by Aathony Be Farrell and Charles Coburne Francis, billboard, suggested story of 
WAVES might go in swmer stock, but he agreed with collesgues that it was too trite 
end poorly written for Broedwaye Actors, headed by Walter Abel, did best they could 
with materiale John Larson's direction was absolved, while John Blankenship's sets 
were complimentede Anne Meacham won dubious honor of best actress in showe Gibbs, 
New Yorker, believes it was a night to forget as quickly as possiblee Time critic 
envied the onstage character who fell asleep during her course of duty, proving that 
first night critics are of sterner stuff. Newsweek didn't file review at all. 


The Grass Herp-Mertin Beck, 3/27/52. Trumen Cepote's drematization of his own 
best selling novel drew = mixed press, ®s predicted, with the “cons” in the majority. 
Four deily reviewers epproved of the Saint Subber end Rita Allen production staged 
by Robert Lewis. Atkinson, Times, reved. He praised #11 elements of the production 
of this beautiful pley, written by en author with good impulses end sensitive percep- 
tions. Cecil Beaton'’s sets, Lewis’ direction and entire cast headed by Mildred 
Netwick, Georgie Burke, Johnny Stewart end Russell Collins mede the play about the 
pure in heert @ delight. Wetts, Post, found enough beauty end imeginetion to meke 
up for the slightly precious effects. Sheaffer, Begle and Desh, Women's Wear, recom- 
mended it for theatre goers who enjoy the imeginetive not the realistic. Dissenters 
admitted thet pleywright could drew interesting, though weird, cheracters and @ funny 
line, but they penned its poor construction. Chapmen, News, end McClein, Journal 
Americen were merely bewildered. Hawkins, WT&S, thought novel had more dreme. Most 
enjoyed first prt in the tree house better than the latter half. None thought script 
as good as the first Saroyen plays though written in the same vein. 
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' Late Reviews ' 
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